Torbay Council — Constitution Code of Conduct for Members

Scope

3.

You must comply with this Code whenever you are acting in your official capacity,
when:

(a) you are engaged on the business of the Council; or

(b) you behave so as to give a reasonable person the impression that you are acting
as a representative of the Council or in your capacity as a Member.

General obligations

4.

You must -

(a) treat others with courtesy and respect,

(b) when reaching decisions on any matter, do so on the merits of the circumstances
and in the public interest and have reasonable regard to any relevant advice provided
to you by an officer of the Council.

You must not —

(a) attempt to use your position as a Member improperly to confer on or secure for
yourself or any other person, an advantage or disadvantage;

(b) do anything which may cause the Council to breach a statutory duty or any of the
equality enactments (as defined in section 149 of the Equality Act 2010 the
requirements of which are included at appendix B);

(c) bully any person (bullying may be characterised as any single act or pattern of
offensive, intimidating, malicious, insulting or humiliating behaviour; an abuse or
misuse of power or authority which attempts to undermine or coerce or has the effect
of undermining or coercing an individual or group of individuals by gradually eroding
their confidence or capability which may cause them to suffer stress or fear);

(d) intimidate or attempt to intimidate any person who is or is likely to be -
(i) a complainant,
(i) a witness, or

(iii) involved in the administration of any investigation or proceedings,

in relation to an allegation that any Member has failed to comply with the Council’s
Code of Conduct; or

(e) do anything which compromises or is likely to compromise the impartiality of
those who work for, or on behalf of, the Council;



Torbay Council — Constitution Code of Conduct for Members

(f) disclose information given to you in confidence by anyone, or information acquired
by you which you believe, or ought reasonably to be aware, is of a confidential
nature, except where —

(i) you have the consent of a person authorised to give it;

(i} you are required by law to do so;

(iii) the disclosure is made to a third party for the purpose of obtaining
professional advice provided that the third party agrees not to disclose the
information to any other person; or

(iv) the disclosure is —

(A) in the pubic interest; and
(B) made in good faith and
(C) in compliance with the reasonable requirements of the Council;

(g) prevent another person from gaining access to information to which that person is
entitled by law;

{h) conduct yourself in a manner or behave in such a way so as to give a reasonable
person the impression that you have brought your office or the Council into disrepute.

PART 2 INTERESTS

Registration of Interests
6.  You must, within 28 days of—
(a) this Code being adopted by, or applied to, the Council; or
(b) your taking office as a Member or Co-opted Member of the Council,

whichever is the later, and annually thereafter, provide written notification to the
Council’s Monitering Officer of:

(i) any disclosable pecuniary interest as defined by Regulations made by the
Secretary of State, where the pecuniary interest is yours, your spouse’s or
civil partner’s, or is the pecuniary interest of somebody with whom you are
living with as a husband or wife); and

(i) any other personal interest as may be defined by the Council from time to
time;

which will be recorded in the Council’s Register of Members' Interests and
made available for public inspection including on the Council’'s website at:
http://www.torbay.gov.uk/DemocraticServices/mgMemberindex.aspx?bcr=1

6.1 Within 28 days of becoming aware of any new interest or change to any interest
already registered, you must register details of that new interest or change by
providing written neotification to the Council's Monitoring Officer.

6.2 Whether or not an interest within paragraphs 7.1.and 7.2 below has been entered onto
the Council's register, you must disclose any interest to a meeting at which you are
present in any matter being considered, in accordance with paragraph 8 below, unless
that matter is ‘sensitive information’.



